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Afro. 
The american period

From March 17 to July 8, 2012, Mart celebrates the centenary of the birth of an Italian artist of the best-loved abroad. Many works on display have never been exhibited, from international collections.
In 1948, the thirty-six-year-old painter Afro Libio Basaldella from Udine – whose identity as an artist was developing rapidly – was introduced to the gallery owner Catherine Viviano, who was about to open an exhibition space devoted entirely to Italian contemporary art in East 57th Street in New York.
Afro was experimenting with his own personal take on Cubism, Surrealism and metaphysics and was only too keen to escape from an Italian art scene he found stiflingly conservative. His abstract painting refused to be pigeonholed as an example of one of the trendsetting groups in Italy and needed to measure up to an international context.
The results were not long in coming: Afro’s best years covered the two decades between 1948 and 1968, when the painter worked with galleries and institutions in America. Indeed, he lived in the United States for many years and enjoyed prolonged success, ensuring a lasting international reputation.

Mart has organised an exhibition of documents and works from this “American period” to mark the centenary of Afro’s birth. These works all illustrate an important period in the artist’s development, but have been rarely or even never shown in this country before, since they nearly all come from museums in the United States.

 

"Afro. The American Period", organised by Gabriella Belli with Margherita de Pilati and Fondazione Archivio Afro at Mart in Rovereto from 17 March to 18 July 2012. The exhibition will display 39 works from American, Canadian and Brazilian public collections. The catalogue is published by Electa and includes essays by Raffaele Bedarida, Gabriella Belli, Adrian R. Duran and Rosemary Stewart Ramsey, entries edited by Davide Colombo and Ana Gonçalves Magalhães, and critical apparatus by Archivio Afro in Roma.

