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AFRO

Dal progetto all’opera

1951-1975

On the occasion of the centenary of the birth of Afro,

From October 11, 2012 to January, 2013 the  Museo Carlo Bilotti, Aranciera,  in Villa Borghese

hosts The exhibition organized by the Afro Archive Foundation, Barbara Drudi and Peter Benson Miller
On the occasion of the centenary of the birth of Afro (4 March 1912), the city of Rome celebrates his work with an exhibition that gathers the works created during his most prolific period, hosted by the Museo Carlo Bilotti in Villa Borghese. 
The exhibition "Afro. The project work. 1951-1975 '"is supported by the Office of Cultural Affairs and Historical Center - Superintendence of Cultural Heritage of Rome Capital in collaboration with the Foundation Archive Afro.

With a selection of about 35 significant works, the exhibition illustrates the different phases of conception and elaboration of the artist’s paintings mostly unpublished in Europe, made by Afro during those ten years of hard work, starting with the preparatory sketch all the way to the finished painting.

 
The journey begins with the first experiences of revisiting the historical avant-garde, to offer visitors the artistic context in which to place the Afro’s work and continues with the experiments of Picasso and Surrealism, reaching the final landing in abstract forms.
 
The paintings and drawings in the exhibition are of different sizes, from small projects to work more than two meters, all dated between 1951 and 1975, years of the most significant activity of Afro. The exhibition itinerary trace a new route interpretation, placing Afro art in the context of the years immediately following the Second World War and in the years to follow the development of abstract painting in Rome. With its focus on a subject very dear to our own contemporary world: the creative process in the definition of the language of art.
 
The catalog that accompanies the exhibition, published by Gli Ori Publishers Contemporary, will be divided into three sections: the section of the works in the exhibition with an introductory essay by Barbara Drudi (drawings, sketches and final works to cover a time span ranging from 1951 to 1974. it will include works on paper and canvas made with different techniques from water colors to charcoal until the tempera techniques with vinyl adhesive of the works on canvas), the section of the 20 photographs authorship - exhibited from November 12 at the exhibition space of the Casina Giustiniani inside the park of Villa Borghese - with a text by Peter Benson Miller, the section dedicated to the works of Afro specially made and installed in some of the palaces and historic buildings of Rome with a text by Antonia Rita Arconti .
